July 26: Today we departed the Tui Tai for the highly rated Qamea Resort and Spa. Five
days on the Tui Tai and seven days at Qamea R
five instead. For Fiji, Qameads | oemehtandon i s r
coral reef. Ours was closer to the dive bure than to the dining hall bure. It was large and well
equippedIn the end we really loved this place and could have stayed even longer.

A new spa area made up of several bures has just opened.rnd/hwitl do a joint massage in
the new spa later in the week. Food during the day is pleasantly good. Lynn is relaxing. It is
Saturday.

July 27: Around 10 am | do a snorkel in front of our bure. We are in Buree named for

the native orange dove. lwane at Kula Eco park. The fresh water pool is in our backyard. This
snorkel is the best of the trip so far. Calm, clear, shallow reefs full of fish and corals. It is sunny
and the fish colors are brilliant. There are many schools of fish and some=fisioderately

large. The corals are of great beauty and variety, some soft and some hard. In the afternoon there
is a snorkel trip by boat to a nearby reef. We go with the gentle current and eventually cross into
a region of quite hot water. There are twagsl leaves in the water and visibility is altered as



warm and cold waters mix. At first | thought it was of volcanic origin but now think it may be

the outflow from an underground river. We are
and strears. Why it is so warm is still a mystery. The guides seem disinterested in finding out

the origin.[Below is a photo of me by Lynn.]

July 28: | do a morning snorkel out front. As | start out | am observed by 8 pairs of big

eyes. Itis a line of 8 squighot a head to tail line but side by side about a foot apart). They hover
and decide | am not going to eat them. Later | ask Sam at the dive bure about them and he tells
me that they are seen there frequently. Nevertheless, it is my first encounterundthfter

many years of snorkeling. Lynn is getting much more relaxed snorkeling and is getting some
good underwater pictures. She especially likes to go out front and avoid getting on and off a boat
(her hip has been bothering her). In the afternoonbdygooat to Nuku bay and have a nice

snorkel in deeper water. A white tipped reef shark joins us. They are harmless and only grow to
about two meters in length. The snorkeling at Nuku bay is excellent.



