
Religion in America and the Founding Father’s Intent 

(This document was sent to me by my brother, Tom.  It is somewhat related to the 

change in the pledge of allegiance that added “under God,” on Flag Day, June 14, 

1954, during the peak of the Red Scare and McCarthy eras. It suggests that religion 

may have played nearly as great a role as slavery in inciting the Civil War. I was 

especially impressed by George Washington’s view of science and literature.) 

 

( http://www.dailykos.com/blog/Tolerant%20Libertarian/# 

“If Our Founding Fathers Were All Christians, Why Did They Say This?” 

 

Changes from U.S. Constitution: 

 

The Preambles of both Constitutions do have some similarities, though it seems 

that the Confederate Constitution authors set out to give a different feel to the new 

preamble. Both preambles are provided here. The green and red texts show the 

differences in the two. 

 

The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution:  

"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, 

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 

our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 

America.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

The Preamble to the Confederate Constitution:  

"We, the people of the Confederate States, each state acting in its sovereign and 

independent character, in order to form a permanent federal government, establish 

Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity — invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty God 

— do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Confederate States of 

America." 

 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________   

http://www.dailykos.com/blog/Tolerant%20Libertarian/


MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014 AT 10:52 PM PDT 

If Our Founding Fathers Were All Christians, Why Did They Say This? 

by Tolerant Libertarian  

 

“Nobody can deny the fact that Christianity has played a huge role in our history. 

From the first Thanksgiving to the ideas of Jesus Christ that are embroidered in our 

culture today, Christianity and the Bible [are] responsible [for] a big part of our 

heritage. 

 

However, many conservatives will take this fact way out of context. They'll think 

that you have to be a Christian to be patriotic, which is simply not true. Following 

the more secular teachings of Jesus Christ (being charitable, loving one another, 

treating strangers with kindness) is what the men who founded this country were 

for. 

 

I don't want to waste my time listing all these obscurant far-right arguments, so 

instead I'll list the facts straight from our forefathers.” 

 

 

 

“If I could conceive that the general government might ever be so administered as 

to render the liberty of conscience insecure, I beg you will be persuaded, that no 

one would be more zealous than myself to establish effectual barriers against the 

horrors of spiritual tyranny, and every species of religious persecution.” 

- George Washington, letter to the United Baptist Chamber of Virginia (1789) 

 

“Question with boldness even the existence of a God; because, if there be one, he 

must more approve of the homage of reason, then that of blindfolded fear.” 

- Thomas Jefferson, letter to Peter Carr (1787) 

 

"In regard to religion, mutual toleration in the different professions thereof is what 

all good and candid minds in all ages have ever practiced, and both by precept and 

example inculcated on mankind.” 

- Samuel Adams, The Rights of the Colonists (1771) 



“Persecution is not an original feature in any religion; but it is always the strongly 

marked feature of all religions established by law. Take away the law-

establishment, and every religion re-assumes its original benignity.” 

- Thomas Paine, The Rights of Man (1791) 

 

“Congress has no power to make any religious establishments.” 

- Roger Sherman, Congress (1789) 

 

"The way to see by faith is to shut the eye of reason." 

- Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard's Almanack (1758) 

 

"I contemplate with sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people 

build a wall of separation between Church & State." 

- Thomas Jefferson, letter to the Danbury Baptists (1802) 

 

"To argue with a man who has renounced the use of reason is like administering 

medicine to the dead." 

- Thomas Paine, The American Crisis No. V (1776) 

 

“Our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, any more than our 

opinions in physics or geometry.” 

- Thomas Jefferson, A Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom (1779) 

 

"Christian establishments tend to great ignorance and corruption, all of which 

facilitate the execution of mischievous projects." 

- James Madison, letter to William Bradford, Jr. (1774) 

 

"There is nothing which can better deserve our patronage than the promotion of 

science and literature. Knowledge is in every country the surest basis of public 

happiness." 

- George Washington, address to Congress (1790) 



 

"During almost fifteen centuries has the legal establishment of Christianity been on 

trial. What has been its fruits? More or less, in all places, pride and indolence in the 

clergy; ignorance and servility in the laity; in both, superstition, bigotry and 

persecution." 

- James Madison, General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia (1785) 

 

(ALSO REPUBLISHED BY PROGRESSIVE ATHEISTS AND STREET 

PROPHETS .) 

 

For additional perspective about the US constitution and its antecendents see 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Law_of_Peace 

 

 

Ronald F. Fox 

Smyrna, Georgia 

March 19, 2014 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Law_of_Peace

